
IC 20-9.1-4

Chapter 4. State School Bus Committee

IC 20-9.1-4-1
State school bus committee; composition

Sec. 1. (a) The state school bus committee is hereby created. The
committee shall be composed of the following voting members:

(1) The state superintendent of public instruction, or the
superintendent's authorized representative, who shall serve as
chairman of the committee.
(2) The commissioner of the bureau of motor vehicles, or the
commissioner's authorized representative.
(3) The administrator of the motor carrier services division of
the department of state revenue.
(4) The director of the governor's council on impaired and
dangerous driving.
(5) A school bus driver, appointed by the state superintendent
of public instruction upon the recommendation of the Indiana
State Association of School Bus Drivers, Inc.
(6) A superintendent of a school corporation, appointed by the
state superintendent of public instruction upon the
recommendation of the Indiana Association of Public School
Superintendents.
(7) A member of the governing body of a school corporation,
appointed by the state superintendent of public instruction upon
the recommendation of the Indiana School Boards Association.
(8) A representative of the Indiana school for the blind or the
Indiana school for the deaf, appointed by the state
superintendent of public instruction.
(9) A member of the School Transportation Association of
Indiana, appointed by the state superintendent of public
instruction upon the recommendation of the School
Transportation Association of Indiana.

(b) The state superintendent of public instruction shall designate
a secretary from the department of education who shall keep the
official record of the meetings and of official transactions of the
committee.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2; Acts 1974, P.L.95, SEC.1.)
As amended by P.L.23-1988, SEC.108; P.L.72-1988, SEC.9;
P.L.2-1992, SEC.722; P.L.46-1999, SEC.1; P.L.129-2002, SEC.2.

IC 20-9.1-4-2
State school bus committee; non-voting members

Sec. 2. (a) The following non-voting members shall advise the
voting members of the state school bus committee:

(1) A member of the Indiana Association of School Bus
Distributors selected by the executive committee of that
association.
(2) A member of the Indiana State Police selected by the state
police superintendent.



(3) A member of the Indiana Transportation Association
selected by the executive committee of that association.
(4) A member of the Indiana Township Association selected by
the executive committee of that association.
(5) A school business official, appointed by the state
superintendent of public instruction upon the recommendation
of the Indiana Association of School Business Officials.

(b) No person shall be qualified to serve as a non-voting member
of the committee until proper credentials of his appointment have
been filed with the chairman of the committee. Each non-voting
member shall be notified of all committee meetings and may attend
each meeting and offer advice to the voting members of the
committee.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2; Acts 1974, P.L.95, SEC.2.)
As amended by Acts 1980, P.L.151, SEC.1; P.L.1-1993, SEC.184;
P.L.46-1999, SEC.2; P.L.129-2002, SEC.3.

IC 20-9.1-4-3
State school bus committee; meetings

Sec. 3. State School Bus Committee, Meetings. The state school
bus committee shall hold one (1) regular meeting each month of the
calendar year and may hold special meetings as the chairman deems
necessary. Four (4) voting members of the committee shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of official business.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by Acts 1977,
P.L.2, SEC.72.

IC 20-9.1-4-4
Powers; bus driver performance standards; certificate of

inspection decals

Sec. 4. (a) The state school bus committee has the following
powers:

(1) It may prescribe, by rules adopted under IC 4-22-2,
standards for the construction of school buses, including
minimum standards for the construction of school buses
necessary to be issued a:

(A) valid certificate of inspection decal; and
(B) temporary certificate of inspection decal described in
section 5.1 of this chapter.

(2) It may prescribe, by rules adopted under IC 4-22-2,
standards for the equipment of school buses, including
minimum standards for the equipment of school buses
necessary to be issued a:

(A) valid certificate of inspection decal; and
(B) temporary certificate of inspection decal described in
section 5.1 of this chapter.

(3) It may specify by rules adopted under IC 4-22-2 the
particular minimum standards that are required to be met to
avoid the issuance of an out-of-service certificate of inspection
decal.



(4) It may provide for the inspection of all school buses, new or
old, which are offered for sale, lease or contract.
(5) It may provide for the annual inspection of all school buses
and the issuance of certificate of inspection decals.
(6) It may maintain an approved list of school buses which have
passed inspection tests under subdivisions (4) or (5).
(7) It may, subject to approval by the state board of accounts,
prescribe standard forms for school bus contracts.
(8) It may hear appeals brought under section 7 of this chapter.

(b) The state school bus committee shall adopt rules under
IC 4-22-2 to prescribe performance standards and measurements for
determining the physical ability necessary for a person to be a school
bus driver.

(c) The certificate of inspection decals shall be issued to
correspond with each school year. Each certificate of inspection
decal expires on September 30 following the school year in which
the certificate of inspection decal is effective. However, for buses
that are described in section 5(g) of this chapter, the certificate of
inspection decal expires on a date that is not later than seven (7)
months after the date of the first inspection for the particular school
year.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by
P.L.107-1992, SEC.1; P.L.54-1998, SEC.5.

IC 20-9.1-4-4.5
Rules regarding display of school district number on bus

Sec. 4.5. (a) As used in this section, "committee" refers to the
state school bus committee created by this chapter.

(b) The committee shall adopt and enforce rules under IC 4-22-2
to require that each new school bus operated by or on behalf of a
school corporation bear the number of the school district on the back
of the school bus in black letters that are between four (4) inches and
six (6) inches high.
As added by P.L.51-2000, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.278-2001, SEC.3.

IC 20-9.1-4-4.7
Rules regarding display of United States flag on bus

Sec. 4.7. (a) As used in this section, "committee" refers to the
state school bus committee created by this chapter.

(b) The committee shall adopt and enforce rules under IC 4-22-2
that allow the display of the United States flag on a school bus
operated by or on behalf of a school corporation. Rules adopted
under this subsection must provide that a flag displayed on a school
bus may not be placed in a manner that:

(1) obstructs the school bus driver's vision through the
windshield or any other window;
(2) impedes the school bus driver's operation of any equipment;
or
(3) distracts the attention of other motorists from the school
bus's warning lamps or stop signal arm when the school bus is



loading or unloading school children.
As added by P.L.129-2002, SEC.4.

IC 20-9.1-4-5
Annual inspection of buses

Sec. 5. (a) The state police department shall annually inspect all
special purpose buses and school buses, including those operated by
any private school to transport its pupils. The inspection of school
buses shall determine whether each school bus complies with the
safety requirements prescribed for school bus construction and
equipment in the official rules and regulations of the state school bus
committee.

(b) The owner of a school bus or special purpose bus shall present
the school bus or special purpose bus for the inspection required
under subsection (a) at the time and place designated by the state
police department.

(c) If the inspection required under subsection (a) reveals that a
school bus meets all prescribed safety requirements, the inspecting
officer shall issue to the owner of the bus a certificate that the school
bus has been inspected and that it complies with the prescribed safety
requirements. Except as provided in subsections (e), (f), and (g), a
certificate of inspection issued under this subsection is valid until
September 30 of the school year following the school year for which
the certificate is issued.

(d) A school bus may not be used to transport passengers unless
a valid certificate of inspection issued under subsection (c) is
displayed as viewed from the outside on the lower left corner of the
windshield of the school bus. However, if the left corner position
obstructs the driver's view, the inspection sticker may be positioned
on the bottom of the windshield so as to minimize the obstruction to
the driver's view.

(e) A school bus that is sold or has the ownership transferred to
a new owner must be presented for an inspection under subsection
(b) before the school bus may be used to transport passengers. If the
school bus meets the requirements specified in subsection (c), the
state police department shall issue a new certificate of inspection for
the school bus. A certificate of inspection issued under this
subsection is valid until September 30 of the school year following
the school year for which the certificate is issued.

(f) In addition to the inspection required under subsection (a), a
school bus that was manufactured at least twelve (12) years before
the year for which a certificate of inspection is being sought must be
presented for inspection not less than five (5) months nor more than
seven (7) months after the inspection required under subsection (a)
is completed. If the school bus meets the requirements specified in
subsection (c), the state police department shall issue a new
certificate of inspection for the school bus. A certificate of inspection
issued for a school bus described in this subsection is valid for seven
(7) months after the date of the certificate's issue.

(g) If a school bus has received damage in an accident that has put



the school bus out of service because of passenger safety concerns,
the school bus must be presented for an inspection under subsection
(b) before the school bus may be used to transport passengers. If the
school bus meets the requirements specified in subsection (c), the
state police department shall issue a new certificate of inspection for
the school bus. A certificate of inspection issued under this
subsection is valid until September 30 of the school year following
the school year for which the certificate is issued.

(h) The inspection of special purpose buses shall consist of an
inspection to determine the existence and condition of the vehicle's:

(1) brakes;
(2) lights (headlamps, taillamps, brake, clearance lights, and
turn signals);
(3) steering and suspension;
(4) exhaust systems;
(5) general body condition; and
(6) tires.

(i) A school bus or special purpose bus must be maintained to
meet the minimum standards set forth by the state school bus
committee when transporting passengers.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by Acts 1981,
P.L.198, SEC.3; P.L.107-1992, SEC.2; P.L.57-1992, SEC.4;
P.L.158-1996, SEC.1; P.L.278-2001, SEC.4.

IC 20-9.1-4-5.1  Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.57-1992, SEC.10.)

IC 20-9.1-4-6
Temporary certificate of inspection; out-of-service order and

certificate

Sec. 6. (a) If the inspection of a special purpose bus or a school
bus performed under section 5 of this chapter reveals any material
defect which renders the bus unsafe and in noncompliance with any
safety requirements prescribed by the state school bus committee or
with the safety requirements of section 5 of this chapter, the
inspecting officer shall issue a temporary certificate of inspection for
the special purpose bus or school bus. The following apply to a
temporary certificate of inspection issued under this subsection:

(1) The certificate shall be displayed as viewed from the outside
in the lower left corner of the windshield of the special purpose
bus or school bus. However, if the left corner position obstructs
the driver's view, the temporary certificate of inspection may be
positioned on the bottom of the windshield so as to minimize
the obstruction to the driver's view.
(2) The certificate is valid for thirty (30) days.

(b) Upon being issued a temporary certificate of inspection under
subsection (a), the owner of a special purpose bus or school bus shall
have the special purpose bus or school bus repaired to meet the
minimum standards set forth in section 5 of this chapter. After
having the special purpose bus or school bus repaired to meet the



minimum standards set forth in section 5 of this chapter, the owner
of the special purpose bus or school bus shall present the special
purpose bus or school bus for an inspection under section 5 of this
chapter.

(c) If after being repaired under subsection (b) a special purpose
bus or school bus meets the minimum standards set forth in section
5 of this chapter, the state police department shall issue a certificate
of inspection under section 5 of this chapter.

(d) If:
(1) after being repaired under subsection (b) a special purpose
bus or school bus does not meet the minimum standards set
forth in section 5 of this chapter; or
(2) a special purpose bus or school bus is not repaired to meet
the minimum standards set forth in section 5 of this chapter;

the state police department shall issue an out-of-service order and
certificate for the special purpose bus or school bus. Each
out-of-service order and certificate shall be served personally on the
driver of the special purpose bus or school bus and a copy shall be
forwarded to the governing body of the school corporation which
controls the operation of the special purpose bus or school bus. After
an out-of-service order and certificate have been issued, the affected
special purpose bus or school bus may not be used to transport
passengers until all defects have been corrected.

(e) An out-of-service certificate issued under subsection (d) shall
be displayed as viewed from the outside in the lower left corner of
the windshield of the special purpose bus or school bus for which the
certificate is issued. However, if the left corner position obstructs the
driver's view, the out-of-service certificate may be positioned on the
bottom of the windshield so as to minimize the obstruction to the
driver's view. The out-of-service certificate may be removed only by
the state police department following an inspection that verifies that
the special purpose bus or school bus meets the minimum standards
set forth in section 5 of this chapter.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by Acts 1981,
P.L.198, SEC.4; P.L.107-1992, SEC.4; P.L.57-1992, SEC.5;
P.L.158-1996, SEC.2.

IC 20-9.1-4-7
Out-of-service order; appeal

Sec. 7. Out-of-service Order, Appeal. An out-of-service order may
be appealed to the state school bus committee within five (5) days of
service of the order. Within ten (10) days after the perfection of an
appeal, the state school bus committee shall review the order and
decide the matter. The decision of the state school bus committee
may uphold the order, modify the order or set aside the order. When
an out-of-service order is appealed, it remains in full force until set
aside or modified by the state school bus committee.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.)

IC 20-9.1-4-8



Registration plates; application

Sec. 8. Registration Plates, Application. When the owner of a
school bus applies for a registration plate, he shall submit, with his
application, a certificate of inspection and safety issued under section
5 of this chapter. If the certificate does not accompany an owner's
application, the bureau of motor vehicles shall not issue a registration
plate.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by Acts 1979,
P.L.103, SEC.2.

IC 20-9.1-4-8.5
Registration fees

Sec. 8.5. Registration Fees. School bus drivers, whether operating
under a transportation contract with a school corporation or under a
parents supplemental transportation contract, shall be charged the
same annual registration fees for their school buses.
(Formerly: Acts 1975, P.L.237, SEC.3.)

IC 20-9.1-4-9
Registration plates; free

Sec. 9. Registration Plates. (a) A school corporation, which owns
a school bus or a special purpose bus and uses it to transport school
children, is exempt from the payment of the annual registration fee
for the bus. On application by a school corporation, the
commissioner of motor vehicles shall furnish registration number
plates for exempted vehicles without charge. Application for
registration of exempted vehicles shall be:

(1) made whenever a newly acquired bus requires a registration
number plate;
(2) made whenever a registration number plate is transferred
from one (1) school bus or special purpose bus owned by the
school corporation to another school bus or special purpose bus
owned by the school corporation;
(3) made in the name of the school corporation which owns the
vehicle to be registered; and
(4) signed by the proper official of the school corporation.

(b) An owner other than a school corporation, which owns a
school bus or a special purpose bus and uses it to transport school
children, is not exempt from annual registration or payment of the
annual registration fee for school buses.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.) As amended by Acts 1979,
P.L.103, SEC.3; Acts 1981, P.L.198, SEC.5.

IC 20-9.1-4-10
Licensing

Sec. 10. Licensing. Each school bus sold or delivered in the state
of Indiana is required to meet the standards of construction and
equipment prescribed in the official rules and regulations of the state
school bus committee. No school bus may be originally licensed in
Indiana until it has been inspected by the Indiana state police and



found to comply with these standards.
(Formerly: Acts 1973, P.L.218, SEC.2.)

IC 20-9.1-4-11
Penalty

Sec. 11. An owner of a school bus or special purpose bus who
violates section 5 or 6 of this chapter commits a Class C
misdemeanor.
As added by P.L.57-1992, SEC.6.
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